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To: All students,

Welcome to the 1st semester of 2020. We have been delayed by one month, during which time all
the teachers have been busy preparing for online classes. | hope you have made a smooth start to your
studies this year.

Maybe when the delay was first announced you thought ‘Great more holiday!’, but gradually you're
getting bored and want to get on with normal life, right?

Unfortunately, it isn’t going to be normal. We can’t meet directly. | won’t be able to hear laughter,
talking and in my department, English, echoing around the department for the near future. However,
at least we can get on with teaching and studying and we can all e-meet online. . .

There are many negative things about this current situation, but | believe it presents opportunities ?%#&B *K%ﬂ

> 23> 4V T Bi%
for you as students and we as teachers to discover new ways to learn together.

First year students: Most of your textbooks will have arrived by now. It is a shame you can’t meet your classmates directly as this
is the quickest way to make new friends, but hopefully after a few e-meets the seeds of long lasting friendships will be sown. Then,
in the second semester these seeds can grow and friendships will flourish.

Second, third and fourth year students: | was looking forward to seeing you all back in April. It is currently deserted here and feels

a bit eerie. Please make sure you are equipped to study online. If you do have trouble, please find ways to quickly solve your problems.

Finally, this is a unique era in which we need to be patient and tolerant of each other. | am sure some of you will have some tech
troubles (as will the teachers!), but hopefully we can keep smiling as we adjust. Let’s enjoy studying together online.

John Wiltshier

Head of the English Department
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